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The Slope Effect:

How The Land Beneath
Your Home Can Affect
Its Value

After wetter winters, drainage pressure and survey
scrutiny, sloping plots are back on buyers’ radar in 2026.

Slopes, dips, clay soils and ground movement can affect your

home's stability, mortgageability, insurance and maintenance o _. =i{ Movement .
costs — and could impact its value now and in the future. ' b risk i
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1. Why the land matters 2. What buyers should check now 4. What it could cost
Affects structural stability Whether the plot slopes towards the house Drainage improvements
£2,000—-£10,000+
Signs of pooling water or poor drainage
O Shapes drainage and damp risk Retaining wall repairs
Cracks in walls, patios or retaining walls ] £3’0°0_£15,000+
Can change maintenance costs Nearby clay seil or known movement history Structural repairs
= £5,000+
e Any previous groundworks or stabilisation 4
= Influences survey and
u—_ Potential impact on value
=B lender concerns .
Survey comments on settlement or erosion 5%—15%
L ) | Y 8 Indicative ranges only. Costs vary by site and severity. )
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3. Why it matters ) ; :
hy Wetter winters " Hotter summers Tighter scrutiny
& Meore rainfall can _\O’_ Dry spells can Surveyers, insurers
overload drainage A shrink clay soils and lenders are
'5" "" and saturate 1 and increase asking more questions
sloping ground. movement risk. about ground conditions.
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5. Key takeaways
Know your slope Manage water Inspect movement Ask the right questions
Q Understand whether LS:) Clear drainage and Look for cracks, A good survey can
% land falls towards &S  direct run-off away leaning walls or reveal risks before
or away from the from foundations. shifted paving. you commit.
property.
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Compare quotes for conveyancing, Get free, no-obligation quotes from trusted
surveying and removals — all in one place. professionals and find the right help for your move.
Save up to 70% on the cost of moving Pricing with no hidden fees Compare prices across 100+ pros




